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Popol Vuh: The Mythic Sections--Tales of First Beginnings from the Ancient K'iche'-Maya is number

2 in the Ancient Texts and Mormon Studies series. This series presents a wide-ranging collection of

important ancient texts that are of interest to Latter-day Saints. Each volume includes the ancient

text, a readable translation, technical notes, and general commentary. These materials tell what is

known about the historical origins and ancient purposes of the text and show its main points of value

to modern religious readers.
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I had Dr. Christenson as a professor and his work is excellent. He has spent years living with the

maya and becoming intimately acquainted with their culture; they even allow him to participate in

some of their rituals. I believe the advantage of his work is not so much his language understanding

(though it is far from lacking), but his comprehension of the culture. When he translates, he knows

what the phrase or idea meant to the ancient maya, and translates accordingly. He also includes

extensive and interesting footnotes about maya beliefs. For understanding the people behind the

work, Dr. Christenson is one of your best sources.

A must have for everyone who study mayan culture and history.
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